tKat if the capitalists believed that all the working class
of the Soviet Union is doing were nothing but an"unsuc-
cessful experiment/' they would have no cause to hate
the people of the Soviet land so ferociously. They could
live calmly and go about their usual business of mutual
robbery and destruction at home,, in their own countries,,
and wait until the "unsuccessful experiment" finally
collapsed and then hurl themselves upon the Soviet
Union. But the experiment is obviously a success,, and they
themselves are beginning to admit this aloud to one
another. And so France is again dreaming of a march on
Moscow.
The preaching of war against the Soviets is strongest
of all in France. All the more gratifying is it to see here
Frenchmen who are opposed to a war against a people
which does not want to fight but is compelled to prepare
for defence. This people has resolutely and without spar-
ing its strength set about a cause which is incontestably
of importance to all mankind. Only the enemies of work-
ing humanity,, the exploiters of its energies,, people whose
actions are obviously and undeniably criminal., and whose
designs are more criminal still, can hinder it in this.
As I understand it,, the purpose of this congress is
to find ways and means of counteracting these designs.
An honourable purpose. On the subject of how to combat
the organizers of another mass slaughter of human beings,,
I have already expressed my views definitely enough; I
see no other way, and I do not think professional assassins
can be re-educated by talk.
It is the accepted thing, when concluding a speech,
to express some wish. Addressing myself to the proletar-
ians of all countries (and among the "proletarians'" I